
 

February is Cathol ic Virtue of Compassion  

 

During the month of February we celebrate the virtue of COMPASSION. In 

Lukeôs Gospel we read ñBe compassionate as God is compassionate.ò           

We understand compassion not only as the ability to empathize with another but 

also to act on behalf of that other person. It is evident when we care deeply and 

want to help others, even if we do not know them. It is being kind and forgiving 

to someone who has hurt you.  We practice compassion when we : 

» are helpful to a person or animal in need 

» notice when someone is hurt or needs a friend 

» imagine how another person might be feeling 

» take time to show you care 

» forgive others when they make mistakes 

» reach out in the broader community to share our resources and skills. 

The more we talk, teach and learn about compassion, the closer our graduates 

come to dedicating themselves to the common good and to doing Godôs work. 
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               Trustees  
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School Bell Times  

Start Bell               8:55 a.m.  

AM Recess          10:25 ð10:40 am 

Lunch                  12:05 ð1:05 pm  

PM Recess            2:30 ð2:40 pm  

Dismissal Bell       3:20 pm  

Skills Competition: Elementary Cardboard Boat Race  

 

Congratulations  to our                   

St. Catherine Cardboard  Boat  Race 

teams who had a very successful 

event on Tuesday, January 31st.   

 

It is with great pride that we announce:  

Jaden Schaap and Matthew Smith ð finishing first at the Skills 

Canada Boat races with Blake Collins and Jared Foxon.  

 

This outstanding win has qualified them for the regionals!  

 

Ahoy Mate!  



These opportunities are for parents interested in government programs that support  school 
goals and student achievement including increased participation on post -secondary education 
and training.  

Most parents may be aware of the Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) but most parents 
are NOT aware that when an RESP account is opened for a child, the Government of Canada 
adds money to the account through two special savings incentives, the Canada Education    
Savings Grant and the   Canada Learning Bond.  

The Canada Education Savings Grant provides grants, up to a  maximum   lifetime of $7,200.00 
depending on parental income and the amount of parental contributions.  The Canada     
Learning Bond provides an outright grant of $500.00 plus an additional $100.00 per year up to 
age 15 for those who open an RESP account even if parents are unable to add any of their own 
contributions to the account.  To qualify for this grant, parents must be eligible to receive the 
National Child Benefit Supplement.  

As is often the case with targeted initiatives, those who would benefit the most are often     
unaware of hesitant to take advantage of these programs.  In 2009, just over 40% of Canadian 
families with children received the Canada Education Savings Grant and fewer than 20% of 
eligible families received the Canada Learning Bond.  

Brochures on these programs are available in a variety of formats and languages directly 
through HRSDC on these websites: 

 

Registered Education Savings Plan 

http://www.canlearn.ca/eng/saving/resp/index.shtml  

 

Canada Education Savings Grant 

http://www.canlearn.ca/eng/saving/cesg/brochure/index.shtml  

 

Canada Learning Bond 

http://www.canlearn.ca/eng/saving/clb/brochure/index.shtml  

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS - OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARENTS THANK YOU 
STUDENTS  

 

Office Helpers 

 

Thanks to our office helpers 

during the month of January. 

 

Joshua Vo, Dawson Bruce, Nic 

Foxon, Max Normand, Jacob 

Higgins,  Mykelti  Stephens, 

Michaela Shaughnessy, Alyson 

Kehoe 

 

Kindergarten Helpers 

 

Thank you to  the following 

students for helping for the 

month of January: 

James Dunlop,Carter English, 

Elise Pind,Madelaine 

Davidison,Natalie Beatty, 

Cassie Brisbin,Kaitlyn 

Buckborough, Elijah Guzik, 

Rachel Kraus,Katheirne 

Scheuermann,Alyssa DiLauro, 

Miranda Stever Allison 

Brendon,Sarah Berthelot, 

Elizabeth Main,Austin 

Bradshaw,Briar OôKeefe, 

Izabella Francz,Emma 

Dimock, Kyle Morton,Ashley 

Armstrong, Anna Quibell, 

Angelina Haines, Monina 

Miraflores,Victoria 

Harrington, Cynthi Luu, 

Kristen Devlin, 

LindseyBrodie,Julia Disbrow, 

Kennedy Bendall, Emily 

Hughes, Zach Hatton 

KINDERGARTEN  

REGISTRATION  

If you havenôt already         

registered your child for    

Junior Kindergarten please 

call the school at 742-6109.  

 

Students must be 4 years of 

age before December 31, 2012 

 

 

 

The Staff of St. Catherine would like to sincerely thank the 

Catholic School Council and the parent volunteers for the 

Staff Appreciation  Luncheon.   

 

It was awesome!  

 



STSCO Winter Newsletter  

The winter season is upon us.  Prior to the beginning of the school day, inclement weather or poor road conditions may force the can-
cellation of school transportation services.  In this event, bus delays and cancellations will be posted on the www.stsco.ca  website.  
Also, area radio stations and media outlets will broadcast related information.   (The Wolf, The Kruz, Country 105 and Energy 99.7). 

 

Remember that if a bus is cancelled in the morning, it will not run in the afternoon.  

 

As a parent/guardian, it is recommended that you:  

 

 Know your childôs school bus route number and know the name of the bus 

 company operating the route 

 Listen to your local radio station or visit the www.stsco.ca website in the morning for delays or    

 cancellations 

 Ensure that your child is at the school bus stop 5-10 minutes prior to the   

 scheduled arrival time of the bus 

 

The STSCO telephone information line  (705) 748 -9240 or toll free 1 -866-433-4441 can also be 

used to check if there are any large scale bus cancellations.  

 

Student Safety Issue: Parking at Wildlark Gate  

It has come to our attention that there are student safety concerns at  

Wildlark Gate after school.   

Safety concerns are due to the following factors:  

No sidewalk  

High snow mounds  

Parents parking on both sides of the street  

Parents making illegal turns  

As a result of these issues, students are forced to walk in the middle of the road.  

For our childrenõs safety, we request that parents use the òKiss and Rideó entrance at the side of the school. 

Congratulations Girlsõ Volleyball team! 

We had a very successful season.  The girls played valiantly at the 

family of schools volleyball tournament (January 31 st, 2012).  We came 

out of the round robin undefeated.  It was only when we reached the 

tie breaking match in the championship game that we came up short 

by 3 points.  The girls played very well and should be extremely 

proud of themselves.  Excellent work ladies!  

This yearõs team consisted of: 

Maddey Serpa, Mykelti Stephens, Tiana Mosberger, Elise Pind, Kaitlin Glab, Gillian Lindgard, Maria Conlin, Briar 

OõKeefe, Julia Dobrowolski, Marie OõHagan. 

Coach: J. Chouinard  



Thinking Matrix  

 

We continue to work at St. Catherine Catholic School to improve student achievement, reduce learning gaps and build public 

confidence in Catholic Education.  

 

Our EQAO scores, report card marks and assessment data from teachers indicate continued growth in the area of language.  

 

As in the past you will hear about:  

 

 Making Connections   Inferring  Questioning   Visualizing  Synthesizing  

 

We realize that students learn differently today than we did.  Information is readily available for the students.   We must w ork  

with students however, to think critically about what they are reading, seeing, and hearing.  

 

To support students to think critically, we have created student tools in all of our classrooms called the Thinking Matrix.  

 

The Thinking Matrix supports our reading expectations in Grades 1 -8 

 

 1.4 Making Inferences  

 1.5 Making Connections  

 1.6 Extending Understanding  

 1.7 Analyzing Texts  

 1.8 Responding to and Evaluating Texts  

 1.9 Point of View  

 

The Thinking Matrix looks similar in all classrooms but not exact, because it is created by students.  The Thinking Matrix bo ard  

in each classroom becomes a tool for students to use to determine what is being asked of them, how they might organize their 

thoughts, as well as the success criteria and actual samples of student work from members of the class.  

 

Here is a sample of the Thinking Matrix:  

 

Student will be coming home next week in grades 1 -8 with some samples of their work using the Thinking Matrix.   

Grade 1 students have been working on Re -telling with the use of words and pictures.  

 

Grade 2 -6 students have been working on Personal 

Opinion and Point of View.  

 

Grade 7 and 8 students have been working on Authorõs 

Point of View.  

 

All students will have a piece of work from the begin-

ning of their work with the matrix and a piece of work 

from the end of their unit of study.  Both pieces will have 

success criteria attached as well as how all of the stu-

dents in the division achieved during their work with the 

thinking matrix.  

 

Kindergarten students will be coming home with their 

work on re -tell later in February.  

 

 

 



Remembrance Day Winners from The Royal Canadian  Legion  

Congratulations to our Essay Writers:   : 

Second Place JuniorñMackenzie    
Hon. Mention JuniorñMacy  

       

3rd Place Intermediate ñEmma    

Hon. Mention Intermediate ñSamantha   

 

Congratulations to our Poem Writers:    

3rd Place JuniorñElla 

Hon. Mention JuniorñEmma 

 

2nd Place Intermediate ñRachel 
Hon. Mention Intermediate ñAdam 

 

Congratulations to our Artists  

2nd Place Primary Colour ñAbbey  

 

1st Place Intermediate Colour ñHailey  

2nd Place Intermediate Colour ñNicholas  

3rd Place Intermediate Colour ñGillian  

 

1st Place Intermediate B and WñNicole  

Thank you to Evvie Fisher and the friends 

who helped her (Olivia, Kathleen and Bron-

wyn) for demonstrating   compassion and 

taking responsibility for those in 

need.  Evvie decided she would like to raise 

money for the St. Alphonsus Parish people 

in need.  In doing so, through her jelly-bean 

guess, she raised $63.15!  Way to go Evvie! 

Jelly Bean Guesses 

On Tuesday January 17th published author Spencer West spoke to 

grade 4 ð8 students.  Spencer now travels the world delivering his 

message of overcoming obstacles and believing in yourself.         

Embedded within his message is also the importance of accepting 

yourself and one another.   Spencer's story is significant because he 

speaks from the experience of having lived his life from the age of 

five with no legs.   He has been able to accomplish many things in 

his life including building schools in Kenya for the organization 

Free the Children.  Spencer's talk was organized by the grade 7 

and 8 Youth in Action team who were very inspired by Spencer 

when they heard him speak at We Day 2011.  Additional media 

coverage of the event can be found at 

http://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e

=3439703  and http://www.chextv.com/News/LN/12 -01-

17/Motivational_Speaker_Challenges_Local_Kids.aspx  

 

http://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3439703
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http://www.chextv.com/News/LN/12-01-17/Motivational_Speaker_Challenges_Local_Kids.aspx
http://www.chextv.com/News/LN/12-01-17/Motivational_Speaker_Challenges_Local_Kids.aspx







