
Newsletter Date 

HT NEWS 

 
Special Points of 

Interest 

 

Å  Habitat for 

   Humanity 
    Page 12 

 

Å  Terry Fox  

   Fundraising 
   Page 11 

Å  Principalôs 

   Message 
    Page 2 

 

Å  Student   

   Transportation 

   Services 

   Information  
   Pages 13 & 14 

 

Å  Dates To  

   Remember 
    Page 19 



 

 Page 2 

HT NEWS 

 

Welcome to November! This is our first installment of the Totally Trinity Newsmagazine for the 

2011-12 school year. We hope that you enjoy reading about your HT Titans. 

I am pleased to report that over the past several months we have been a very busy Catholic learn-

ing community. We are fresh off a very successful Terry Fox campaign that saw our students, 

families and staff raise in excess of $28, 000.00 to beat cancer in our lifetime. We have gathered 

for our first school Mass, our ninth ñCelebration of Learningò, our Remembrance Day Service and 

participated in a vow of silence. Soon we will move into the season of Advent and a new church 

year. 

This fall has given us a great opportunity to further develop our administration team, instructional 

team and support teams at Holy Trinity.  We have set goals around the five pillars of: Catholic 
Faith Learning and Development, Pathways, Literacy, Numeracy, and Community Culture 
and Care. Using this framework, we strive to improve our practice and make our great school com-

munity even better. 

The Catholic virtue that we highlight in November is, ñJusticeò. This fits well with our focus on, 

ñInclusive Educationò at Holy Trinity. Many HT Titans wear, ñOpen eyes, open armsò wristbands 

to identify that each has promised to be inclusive in words and action and that each will work to 

reduce incidents of bullying in our school. You can help us by letting us know where we have 

fallen short of our goal and to guard against the use of intolerant language in your home. 

I encourage you and your family to reserve one hour per week at the Parish to focus on your per-

sonal faith life.  On November 27th, the Holy Trinity community takes the lead at the 7:00 p.m. 

Mass. We will need help with servers, readers and the offertory. If you or your teen can assist, 

your contact at the school is our chaplain, Ms. Heemskerk.  

If you are going to mark a second date on your calendar this month, secure Monday, November 

28th.  On that evening, we will host a, ñSkills Canadaò presentation at the school that will high-

light career pathways especially in the skilled trades. There are marvelous opportunities for your 

teens that for which he/she may not even be aware. 

Along with the release of this edition of the Totally Trinity news magazine, you will receive your 

teenôs Mid Term Report Card. This relatively new provincial template is intended to enhance com-

munication between home and school.  Across the province, teachers have placed particular em-

phasis on making comments personal and meaningful to students and parents. A high priority for 

us is to suggest detailed and real next steps for families to follow for improved student learning 

and performance. 

In order to improve our communication with you, we are endeavoring to assemble up to date e-

mail addresses of our parent community. Our goal is to get timely information and web page noti-

fications to you in a timely reliable manner. Please look for directions for e-mail address submis-

sions to follow. 

ñWhen we dream alone, we only dream. When we dream together, reality begins.ò 

     
Brazilian Proverb 

God bless, 

R.A. Livesey 

 

 

 

Principalôs Message  



 

 Page 3 

HT NEWS 

 
Vice-Principalôs Message 

Ms. Charette and I are thrilled to be returning to Holy Trinity to share in such an exciting start to the 2011/2012 

academic year. Together as a school community, we have already celebrated many successful events with many 

more to come throughout the year. We welcomed our grade nine students into the Holy Trinity community at 

our well attended grade nine barbeque. We rose to the challenge once again to support the Terry Fox Founda-

tion with many creative fundraising events such as the Hair Cut-A-Thon. Our Student Cabinet treated us to a 

movie night and our Open Eyes-Open Arms inclusive education umbrella is off and running for the month of 

November and beyond. Our first school Mass and our recent Remembrance Day ceremony demonstrated the 

great respect that students display when coming together to worship, reflect and honour others as a faith com-

munity. With so many sports and clubs in full swing this fall, Holy Trinity students have had many invitations 

and opportunities to get involved and to connect with fellow students and staff. 

 

We feel blessed to serve on the Holy Trinity Administrative Team with Ms. Livesey in such a vibrant school 

community. We look forward to the remainder of the school year and the challenges and triumphs that lie 

ahead. 

  

Marie Charette Andrew Finlan 
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Chapel Greetings 

HOLY TRINITY ADVENT 2011 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE  

 

We have been blessed with a beautiful season of autumn and now approach our liturgical season of Advent.  The ancient custom in 

our Church of Advent dates back to pre-Christian times when candles were lit around a wheel during the festival of the winter sol-

stice to celebrate the return of gradually lengthening daylight.  Our Catholic faith is one of faith and tradition which is rich in sym-

bolism and ritual.  The tradition of the Advent wreath is there for us to focus our thoughts on the preparation of Christmas, spiritu-

ally as we spend four weeks getting ready for the birth of Christ.   Advent is a time of hope as we reflect on our relationship with 

Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Again Jesus spoke to them saying, ñI am the light of the world: he who follows Me will not walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.ò  (John 8:12) 

As the new Chaplain Leader of Holy Trinity, I would like to share my gratitude for the welcome and kindness I have received dur-

ing my first few months at HT.  I am blessed to have the opportunity to pastorally work with this wonderful community of faith.  I 

am very impressed with the students, staff and parents whom I have already had the opportunity to work along-side in the past 

weeks here at HT. I look forward to meeting more students and their families throughout the coming year.  Holy Trinity Catholic 

Secondary School is a leader in the Courtice community with a strong focus on social justice and care for the environment.  The 

students and staff work hard to set an example of Jesusô commandment to love others and Jesus loves us through many acts of gen-

erosity and kindness. 

 

The month of November has been dedicated to, ñOpen Eyes, Open Armsò with many activities focused on care for others.  Our 

campaign began on Nov. 1 óAll Saintsô day; every student received a pink bracelet with the phrase, ñOpen Eyes, Open Armsò on it 

as a kick off to our month long focus in recognition of people with diversities and a sense of opening our eyes to the needs of others 

and opening our arms to welcome and help where ever possible.   Friday, Nov. 4th was our ópink shirtô day as a reminder that we are 

called to stand-up against bullying and to always be a community of inclusivity.  Thursday, Nov. 10th was our óCelebration of 

Learningô and Friday, November 11 our óRemembrance Dayô assembly with a focus on peace.  The week of November 14-18 was 

our ófocus week on Open Eyes, Open Armsô with activities everyday centered on respect and care for others and our planet.  To 

conclude our month activities Monday, November 21 is ñNational Day of Silenceò; our students had an opportunity to participate in 

a day long óvow of silenceô which included a commitment to non-verbal and technological (cell phone/texting) communication as 

an experience of solidarity with those who are silenced because of their religion, culture, orientation, disability or difference of any 

kind.  November was a very busy month with all these initiatives and our grade 9 retreats and December follows with our Christmas 

Outreach for the needy in our community.  As always, Holy Trinity is a Catholic school focused on love and care for others; itôs an 

honor for me to be a part of this faith filled community.  Thank you Holy Trinity for all that you are and do. 

God Bless! 

NEW ROMAN MISSAL COMING ADVENT 2011!  

 

On November 27, 2011, the First Sunday of Advent, our Catholic Mass will sound a little different. We will be 

using a newly revised Roman Missal during the Mass. The Roman Missal contains the Order of the Mass and 

the way we celebrate Holy Eucharist with all its accompanying prayers and responses.  The upcoming third 

edition of the Roman Missal contains the same Order of the Mass that was promulgated after the Second Vati-

can Council.  

For more information on the changes to the Mass, visit http://www.peterboroughdiocese.org/newmissal.php or 

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops at www.CCCB.ca 
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Catholic School Council 

Greetings from your Catholic School Council as we head into the 2011-2012 School Year!! 

  

Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend the School Council meetings which are 

held in the library at Holy Trinity beginning at 6:45 pm.  (The meetings are usually over 

by 8:30 pm.)  Attending these meetings helps to keep you informed of important issues 

and events in our school and meet other parents. 

  

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND : 

  

On November 28th as we host Skills Canada Presentation, students and parents are invited to a Skills Canada 

presentation on career opportunities in the skilled trades and technologies! This is also an excellent opportunity to 

find out about the two Specialist High Skills Majors (SHSMs) currently here at Holy Trinity: ICT (Information 

and Communications Technology) and Transportation. 

 

Our next regular Catholic School Council Meeting will take place on Monday, January 30, 2012 in Holy Trinity 

Library. 

 

REMEMBER  - The School Council raises funds for items for the students such as  microwaves for student use, 

lighting equipment for stage, sound equipment for Comm. Tech and two annual Catholic School Council Gradua-

tion Awards. 

 

Funds are raised in the following two ways: 

  

1)   When making purchases at M & M Meats located at Townline Road & King Street (Hwy 2) simply say Holy 

Trinity CSS and a percentage of your purchase price will be donated to our school 

  

and,  

  

2)   At Parent/Teacher Interview nights there is a 50/50 draw.  

  

The following are the names of the elected School Council representatives who make up your CSC executive for 

this school year: 

 

Chair/Co-chair: Tim Kellar (Chair), Mimi Arias (Co-chair) 

Secretary: Maureen Potts 

Treasurer: Julie Oegema 

Student Rep:  Mackenzie Wootton 

Staff Rep:  Shelley Sullivan 

  

Used and laundered Holy Trinity uniform pieces are gratefully received at the front office. 
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Guidance, Cooperative Education and Student Success 
 

Post-secondary Research and Applications 

Presentations by University and College Liaison personnel at Holy Trinity are well underway. Ontario college information can be researched through 

www.ontariocolleges.ca. Ontario university information can be researched through www.electronicinfo.ca. Students are encouraged to begin this 

research early in their high school career. The Grade 10 Career Studies course is a great opportunity to hone the research skill s necessary to make 

these decisions. 

 

College applications are made online at www.ontariocolleges.ca. The Ontario Colleges application deadline for equal consideration is February 1, 

2012. University applications are made online at www.ouac.on.ca (students have received their assigned PIN to create their application). The Ontario 

university application deadline is January 11, 2012.  

 

The length of time to complete the application online increases as the deadline approaches because procrastinating applicants bog down the applica-

tion websites ï apply early! 

 

Grade 8 Parent Night 

On Thursday, January 12, 2012, beginning at 7:00 pm, parents/guardians from our community who are considering Holy Trinity for their Grade 8 

student will be invited to attend a parent information night. Grade 8 students are encouraged to attend with their parents/guardians. 

 

Course Planning and Selection 2012 

Students selecting courses for Holy Trinity will complete the course selection process on-line through Career Cruising again this year. Please use the 

link to Career Cruising from our school homepage (www.htcss.ca). The student login protocol is explained on this link and all students who are regis-

tered for September 2012 will have their own login. Students will use the Course Planner to complete this process. While the official course selection 

period is in February 2012, students are encouraged to use their Career Cruising account to plan for the future and document their career exploration 

through the Portfolio module. 

 

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) Programs ï 2 programs 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and Transportation 

We now have over fifty students in our programs. This SHSM is a Ministry approved specialized program that allows students to focus their learning 

on a specific economic sector while meeting the requirements for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) and assists in their transition from 

secondary school to apprenticeship training, college, university or the workplace. It enables students to gain sector-specific skills and knowledge in 

the context of engaging, career-related learning environments and helps them focus on graduation and on pursuing their post-secondary goals.  

 

Student Success 
At Holy Trinity, there are many opportunities for students to receive academic support. There are Mathematics clinics after school on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays in Room 222 and 231.   Students of all grade levels can attend and obtain help from many teachers of Mathematics. 

 

Holy Trinity also has a homework club in Room 124. The homework club is facilitated by our teacher, Ms. Dowdall.  Students can stay at school and 

complete their homework and receive help from Ms. Dowdall.  Our homework club takes place on the following days and times: 

 

 MONDAY 2:25PM to 3:30PM 

TUESDAY 2:15PM to 3:30PM         

WEDNESDAY 2:15PM to 3:00PM 

THURSDAY 2:25PM to 3:30PM 

FRIDAY  2:15PM to 3:30PM 

 

Students wishing a peer tutor are asked to see Ms. Poulin. At home, if students are struggling with their homework, there is a useful website at 

www.ilc.org, from which students can receive online help from teachers. Parents are invited to call Ms. Poulin, our Student Success Teacher, if they 

wish to learn more about how their child is doing in school. 

 

From the Guidance & Co-op Departments  

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
http://www.electronicinfo.ca
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
http://www.ouac.on.ca
http://www.htcss.ca
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LITERACY ACROSS THE CURRICULUM  

 

 S.T.A.R.T. (Students and Teachers All Read Together) is uninterrupted reading time during the first 15 minutes 

of the period.  The S.T.A.R.T. schedule is as follows:  Tuesday ï period 2; Wednesday ï period 3; Thursday ï 

period 4 and Friday ï period 5. 

Guidelines 

 Students must report to class on time and be prepared with reading material for silent reading.  Students may not 

leave class to obtain materials. 

Reading materials may include fiction and non-fiction books, newspapers and/or magazines.  All materials should 

be appropriate to the school mission and community.  Students may not read or have present materials that 

contain violent, racist, hate or pornographic content.  Teachers reserve the right to withdraw individual reading 

material that they consider questionable. 

Teachers should have the S.T.A.R.T. Schedule posted in their classroom. 

 

OSSLT Screening Task:  In preparation for the OSSLT (Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test) which all grade 

10 students in the Province of Ontario will write on March 29, 2012, our grade 10 students have been screened 

with a reading and writing task in their homeroom class.  Teachers have assessed their level of performance to 

determine which students may need remediation and literacy support.   

 

Literacy Preparation Lessons:  To further prepare our grade 10 cohort for the OSSLT, grade 10 teachers will 

deliver a package of 6 lessons to both academic and applied level students.  The lessons will be delivered in 

rotating classes with 3 in the first semester and 3 in the second semester.   

 

Students at risk:  For those students flagged as at risk and/or students with an IEP, workshops will be held during 

the last month leading up to the test.  Parents will be contacted on an individual basis and their cooperation 

sought in ensuring student participation in these sessions.   

Literacy News 

PVNCCDSB Nutrition Policyé what it means for parents 
The whaté Nutrition Policy: 

Includes nutrition standards (e.g. amounts of fat and sodium) to identify food and beverages as either Sell Most, Sell Less or Not Permitted for 

Sale. 

 

Only food and beverages that meet the Sell Most criteria can be sold or offered in our school. 

The Policy will affect catered lunches, tuck shops, fundraising, sporting events and any other programs that sell or offer food to students in our 

school. 

 

Does not apply to food or beverages in packed lunches from home 

Is mandatory in September, 2011. 

 

The whyé Nutrition Policy:  

Helps children practise what they learn about healthy eating in the classroom. 

Teaches children to make healthy choices. 

Helps children learn better. 

Shows children that the school cares about their health as well as their education. 

 

We appreciate your support as we make changes to the food and beverages we are providing at our school.  By working together, families and 

schools can instill positive values in our children about the importance of nutrition throughout their lives. 

 

Nutrition Information  
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WHAT IS FEEDBACK?  
Feedback is where someone focuses on the success criteria of the work and makes 

comments accordingly. The feedback refers to the difference between the piece of 

work the student has completed and the success criteria.  When giving a comment 
on the work, the teacher or peer will not just put, óWell done!ô (although there 

might be times when this would suffice.)  Instead, the teacher or peer highlights 

areas where the student has been successful and also an area where an improve-
ment could be made.  A crucial element is ensuring the students have time to re-

spond to the feedback in order to actually make the improvements to their work.   

WHAT IS SELF ASSESSMENT? 
Teachers are beginning to train students to assess their own work against success 

criteria, encouraging them to be open and honest.  

Teachers list the success criteria; which the students mark against their 

work, checking whether each criteria is met or not. 

Children can use faces, colours or check marks to indicate how well they 

think they have achieved at each step. 

Teachers then respond to this self assessment and highlight successes and 

areas for improvement verbally with the children or in their written response 

when they are marking work. 

WHAT IS ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING(AFL)?  

Assessment for Learning involves the students knowing what the learning 

objectives are and what they have to do to be successful (success criteria). 

Assessment for Learning involves students assessing themselves and knowing 

what they have to do to improve. This ensures that students are actively in-

volved in their learning.   

Assessment for Learning involves teachers making focused assessments and 

giving focused feedback rather than commenting on surface features such as 
neatness and quantity. 

LEARNING GOALS  

Learning is easier when students understand what goal they are trying to achieve, 

the purpose of achieving the goal and what success looks like.   

Learning goals are brief, concise statements that describe what students are to 

know or are able to do at the end of a period of instruction. 

Learning goals are written in a language that students understand and are clari-

fied before, during and after the learning period. 

WHAT ARE SUCCESS CRITERIA?  

Success criteria are a list of what students need to do to be successful at a 

task or behaviour. 

Success criteria are created by the students in conjunction with the teacher 

by looking at examples of successful work and listing important features. 

The teacher lists studentsô ideas and when the list is complete, the ideas 

are sorted and posted. 

Success criteria allow students to develop a common language when dis-

cussing work. 

The list of criteria is used by the students to help them self-assess, give 

descriptive feedback and to assess their peerôs work. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING  
When teachers are assessing a studentôs ability to perform a task, the teacher gathers 

information from a variety of sources over a period of time. 

Teachers will use observations of student learning.  This includes anything 

the teacher might see the student doing over a period of time. 

Teachers will use the products of student learning.  Anything the student 

hands in will be used: journals, assignments, projects, presentations, etcet-
era. 

Teachers will use conversations with students: when students assess their 

work in relation to the success criteria; when they analyze work samples or 

when they are discussing what needs to be included in their work. 

WHAT IS PEER ASSESSMENT? 
We teach students how to assess each otherôs work using the success criteria of that 

activity. This is known as peer assessment. In order for this to be successful, we 

teach students to only comment on the success criteria and whether it was met or 
not yet met. 

 
Peer assessment focuses students on the key elements they need to be learning. 

When they assess a friendôs work, it helps them pick up ideas they can then apply 
to their own work. Teachers have found that students become very astute at mark-

ing each otherôs work and as they gain experience their comments become increas-

ingly insightful.  

SETTING PERSONAL LEARNING GOALS  
Goal setting is an important skill necessary to give our actions direction and mean-

ing. By setting goals, we are able to acknowledge growth and accomplishment. After 

students have done a self-assessment, they decide what they need to work on.  By 
focusing their energy on one or two small goals, they are able to improve their work 

one step at a time.  They can then choose a new personal goal.  Research shows that 

when people focus on and get close to the goals that they have set for themselves, 
they are motivated to reach those goals.  Many people choose to call these SMART 

goals: Specific Measurable Attainable Realistic Timely. 

WHAT ARE SMART GOALS? 
SMART is an acronym for: Specific Measurable Attainable Realistic Timely.  

When students create SMART goals they ask themselves the following questions:  

Specific: Is my goal specific?  Do I know exactly what I have to do to succeed?  
Measurable: How will my goal be measured?  How will I know if I have reached 

my goal? Attainable: Is this goal something that I can achieve?  Is this goal within 

my reach? Realistic: Do I have the skills to achieve this goal?  Am I willing to 
commit to reaching this goal? Timely: What is my time frame for reaching this 

goal?  What is a realistic amount of time to devote to achieving this goal?   

USING ASSESSMENT TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION 
By engaging students in the process of describing the learning goal, recognizing and 

listing success criteria, self-assessing, giving and getting feedback, setting new learn-

ing goals, and collecting and presenting evidence of their learning, teachers are 
teaching students how to learn, as well as teaching them what they need to know and 

be able to do.   

 
As educators begin teaching this way, they are noticing that each student is capable 

of setting their own learning goals to meet their own needs.   

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING (AFL)  

LEARNING GOALS 

            SUCCESS CRITERIA 

                            DESCRIPTIVE FEED BACK 

                                        SELF/PEER ASSESSMENT 

                                            INDIVIDUAL LEARNING GOALS  

LEARN FROM EVERYONE, COPY NO ONE 
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News from the English Department 

WRITING CONTESTS  

Currently we have two writing contests happening at our school.  Students are invited and encouraged to submit their entries to their 

English teacher or to Ms. Cooke-Zeljko by the respective deadlines.  Each contest has its own set of rules and awards; be sure to visit 

their websites for more information. 

 

 ñYoung Writers Poetry Contestò:  Poetry 

 

Your poem must be 24 lines or less and can be based on any subject.  An entry form must accompany your submission.  Prizes include 

cash and publication.    Deadline:  November 4, 2011   www.youngwritersofcanada.ca 

 ñPolar Expressions Publishingò :  Poetry 

Poetry must be 40 lines or less and short stories are to be 500 words or less.  Students may submit one of each.  All entries must be ac-

companied by an entry form and signed by a parent or guardian.   Prizes include cash and publication in an anthology.    Deadline:   post-

marked by November 21, 2011or e-mailed or faxed by November 30, 2011    www.polarexpressions.ca 

 

LIVE THEATRE:  

This year The Classical Theatre Project in Toronto has an exciting season in store!  Some of our English classes will be attending one or 

more of the following performances depending on grade level and curriculum:   Macbeth (Nov 1-11 & Apr 30-May 11); Romeo and 

Juliet (Oct 17-28, Dec 1-7, April 2-20)  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Oct 11-14 & Mar 26-30); Twelfth Night (Oct 24-27,     

Nov 30-Dec 7 & April 2-20); Hamlet (Nov 14-25 & Apr 23-27). 

News from the Math Department  

 

 

 

 

 
The student locker keeps recordings of 

your tutoring sessions and now you can 

tag observed sessions to replay at any 
time.   

 

 
Topic specific rooms for key concepts in 

algebra, fractions and EQAO preparation. 

 
 

Lots of fun, Interactive Tutorials offer 

instruction, practice questions, games and 
quizzes to reinforce important skills. 

 

 
Holy Trinity is going to offer two training 

sections for students to learn how to 

register and use the tutorial system. 

 

The Math Department of Holy Trinity encourages students of Grades 9 and 10 to make use of the free online 

tutoring service provided by The Independent Learning Center (ILC). It is a very useful resource to facilitate 

and encourage studentôs work at home. We underline that all ILC online tutors are Ontario Certified Teach-

ers.  

  

Starting in Fall 2011, all 600,000 English-language math students in Grades 7 to 10 have access to live, inter-

active online math help through the expansion of a pilot project funded by the Ministry of Education. Home-

work help is free, real-time math tutoring by certified Ontario teachers. 

 

Students can log in from Sunday to Thursday, 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. EST for 20 hours a week of individual-

ized confidential math tutoring. There are discussion rooms for each grade where students can join in and see 

what questions other students are asking, watch the tutors draw on the whiteboard and ask their own question 

for on-the-spot help. 

 

If they can't wait until the discussion rooms open, videos of best tutorials and commonly asked questions are 

available anytime. Other online math resources include math games and a virtual locker where students can 

save their work. 

 

Homework Help began as a pilot program at Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic DSB and Hamilton-Wentworth 

DSB in 2007-08. It has now expanded to all 60 English-language boards across Ontario.  

 

How to register: All accounts from last year remain active and are ready to use for the new school year. Stu-

dents new to the site and those unable to retrieve their passwords can register on the siteôs home page. Stu-

dents will require their Ontario Education Number (OEN-which is indicated on a past report card), their date 

of birth, a unique user name that maintains their anonymity and a password. 

The Independent Learning Center (ILC) is collecting statistics about which math topics are most often ad-

dressed and general information about the types of users. This information is gathered strictly for educational 

purposes. If you prefer that your child not participate in the monitoring mentioned, please contact Angelina 

Glynn, OCSB at 613-224-4455 x 2211 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/elearning/homework.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/elearning/homework.html
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Resource Department Fall Activities 


